the Asiatic mode of production
In the Asiatic form (at least, predominantly), the individual has
no property but only possession; the real proprietor, proper, is
the commune - hence property only as communal property in
land. - Karl Marx, Grundrisse (1848).
Stagist formulation from Stalin:
Precommunist > Feudal > Capitalist > Socialist > Communist
Original formulation from Engels:
Precommunist > Socialist > Communist
Engels implied that underdeveloped societies (like those of
Central Asia) could skip the stage of modern capitalism and
jump straight to socialism.

Application in Tajik SSR until 1950s
●

●

Geographically Tajikistan has a largely mountainous
rural territory, unsuited to the development of heavy
industry. So it was proposed that the country pursue
investment in light industry. Small factories were set
up in the major towns dedicated to 'fruit and fish
canning'.
Rather than take part in the mass industrialisation of
the 1930s, Tajikistan undertook moderate agrarian
reforms which enabled it to grow at a slower pace
more suited to its conditions.

Economic and Population growth
●

Throughout Central Asia there was a dramatic
increase in population, particularly in Tajikistan. See
this table of Soviet Census data for the country:
Year

Population
●

●

1926

1939

1959

1970

1979

1989

827,2167 1,485,091 1,979,897 2,899,602 3,806,220 5,092,603

Economic growth had to catch up with the growing population. In
the 1950s measures were taken to increase production through a
dramatic expansion of mining operations.
In 1972 the Tajik Aluminium Company was formed to process
aluminium. It was, and still is, one of the largest industrial
operations in Tajikistan.

Application in Afghanistan in 1980s
An Afghan communist remarked that:
Our aim was no less than to give an example to all the backward
countries of the world of how to jump from feudalism straight
to a prosperous, just society… Our choice was not between
doing things democratically or not. Unless we did them, nobody
else would… [Our] very first proclamation declared that food and
shelter are the basic needs and rights of a human being… Our
program was clear: land to the peasants, food for the hungry, free
education for all. We knew that the mullahs in the villages would
scheme against us, so we issued our decrees swiftly so that the
masses could see where their real interests lay
From Rodric Braithwaite. Afghantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan
1979-1989. Profile Books. 2012. pp. 5-6.

Economic producer/consumer
regions
The map on the left
shows producer and
consumer regions of
the Soviet Union.
The southern part of
Central Asia forms
the Southern
Consumer Region
meanwhile
Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan are part
of the Eastern
Producer Region.
From 'Economic Development in Kazakhstan'. 338.95845 in the KIMEP library. There's
another similar map in 'Investment Priorities in Soviet Regions', Annals of the
Association of American Geographers, Vol. 62, No. 3 (Sep. 1972), pp. 439

Virgin Lands program
●

●

●

Started in 1953 the program was designed to develop
the agricultural capacity of the steppes in Kazakhstan
and Siberia.
There was a bumper harvest in 1956 and decent
harvests in 1958 and 1959. However subsequent
years from 1960 to 1963 fell short of expectations.
The programme successfully averted a growing food
crisis in the Soviet Union and created a network of
infrastructure from almost nothing in Siberia/Northern
Kazakhstan. For example Astana was originally built to
house farmers coming to work on the land.

Battle of production with America
I can tell you that in the expanses of Siberia and
Kazakhstan the Soviet people have in recent years
developed virgin land whose total area is more than
double the entire agricultural area of California. To be
sure, there is some difference in the natural conditions of
our two countries. Your pioneers had to develop the new
lands of California in a scorching sun. Soviet people, on
the other hand, are developing the riches of Kazakhstan
and Siberia in a bracing cold of forty degrees below zero
Centigrade Anybody who finds it hot here may come to
our country. He can cool himself there.
From Khruschev in America, pp. 113-14 (1959)

Graph of investment in Kazakh SSR
This graph shows
that there was a
comparative
increase in
investment
relative to the
other Soviet
republics from
1951 to 1965.
This was mostly
because of the
Virgin Lands
program.

Major industrial project 1 – Turksib
railway The railway was
●

ran from Turkmen SSR to Siberia

●

built between 1927 and 1931

●

employed 'nearly 50,000 people'

instrumental in the
transport of cotton to
Russia. In 1964 only 9%
of cotton was processed
locally in Central Asia. A. Nove and J. A. Newth, The
Soviet Middle East, pp. 138-39
(London, 1967).

In 1957, 80% of the
Soviet Union's cotton
came from Central Asia Recent Developments in Soviet
Central Asia (1957)

The image on the left is a
painting of the railway by
Abylkhan Kasteev which can
be seen in the Kasteev art
museum in Almaty.

Other railways in Central Asia

Map from the Schiller institute. It was made in the mid-2000s so it
shows new railways too.

Major industrial project 2 – the
Fergana canal

●

Irrigation channel running from Syr-Darya river to cotton fields in the
Fergana valley

●

built in July 1939

●

employed about 160,000 people

●

Other irrigation projects were Kara-Kum and the Vakhsh River.

- Recent

Developments in Soviet Central Asia (1957), The Geographical Journal, Vol. 123, No. 2 (Jun.,
1957), pp. 137-146

Questions for discussion
●

●

Was the policy of sustainable growth for preindustrial regions correct?
Did decentralised economic planning contribute
to regional imbalances in production, or was that
down to natural geographical factors?
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